
“History is a matter for everybody – you have to be in on it” 

Interview with Fabian Hoffmann, a 17-year-old schoolboy from Bisingen on his project about 
“Gedenkstätten KZ Bisingen” (memorial sites concentration camp Bisingen) 

 

I came in touch with Fabian Hoffmann in March 2005 when he, together with six fellow eight-
graders from “Realschule Bisingen”, was on a 4-days social internship at our association 
“Gedenkstätten KZ Bisingen”. 

Even then I noticed Fabian´s quiet, yet strongly interested manner. In late February 2008, 
Fabian already visited the “Wirtschaftsgymnasium”( economy high school) in Hechingen  he 
called and asked me to support his school-project about our “Gedenkstätten”. The students´ 
task was to design a `commercial campaign` on an object of theirs own choice. I promised to 
help. On July 25th, we met again for an interview. 

Fabian, you already told me that history has always been one of your favorite subjects, yet 
not the time of the two world wars. You preferred ancient Egypt,  the ancient world in 
general. So why did you choose “Gedenkstätten KZ Bisingen” for your internship in March 
2005? 

Fabian: Since the age of six I´ve wanted to become a teacher and I am very interested in 
history. So I thought it might be important to learn about the history of the world wars and the 
events that took place in Bisingen during these days. Maybe the internship would help to 
raise my interest. That`s how I came up with the decision. 

Please tell me about your first impressions. 

Fabian: I got more and more fascinated. The museum took me totally. I longed to get to 
know more about this time – the internship could have lasted much longer. 

Besides history you are also interested in biology, German and French and you like reading. 
Why of all things did you choose “Gedenkstätten KZ Bisingen” with its exhibition in the 
“Heimatmuseum” for your `commercial campaign` and what was your objective? 

Fabian: I was deeply impressed and motivated by the experiences I made during the 
internship in March 2005. My goals were to work against the existing silence (Verdrängung) 
and to actively address my fellow students. 

How can people keep quiet about (verdrängen) history – it´s a matter of fact: it is the 
history of Bisingen. History is a matter for everybody – you have to be in on it. 

You were given only little time for your work on the project until its presentation. First you had 
to think of a concept, of how to develop the single steps. How did you approach the topic? 

Fabian: I still had the papers I got during the internship. Furthermore I had bought and read 
a book on social pedagogy, called “Vom Nutzen der grauen Theorie – für Referendare” 
(About the benefit of theory – for trainees). First I just did a brainstorm on the topic. In the 
evening I was so exhausted that I decided to go to bed earlier than I had planned. When I got 
up the next morning at 5 am I had the concept in my head. 

 



Please tell me about the presentation of your work at school and the feedback of your fellow 
students and your teacher. 

Fabian: I was given 90 minutes for the presentation of my project and when I had started I 
forgot about my nervousness and kept talking. Although there was much time I could have 
taken more. My fellow students would have liked to finish the movie presented to them (note: 
a movie about a local witness and a Holocaust survivor). My teacher was interested to hear 
about the JUSO-Group (youth group of the Social Party, SPD) who had started the 
rehabilitation (Aufarbeitung) of the history of the concentration camp Bisingen. He added 
some further information and praised my work. 

In your opinion, what significance should school teachers give to the occupation with issues 
concerning the “Third Reich” and the Holocaust in general and more specifically the events 
taken place in your home town during these days? 

Fabian: I think it should be of high importance. Until the internship I had no clue about how 
interesting and important it can be to know about our history. This topic must not be left out in 
the curriculum. Yet its introduction is very important and here in Bisingen there is the 
opportunity to make on-site experiences. 

Thank you Fabian for sharing your experiences and your great commitment to the issue “Mut 
zur Erinnerung – Mut zur Verantwortung” (Courage to remember – courage to take 
responsibility). Young people as you bear the hope that the past will not be forgotten. All the 
best for your life and success for all your plans. 

Illustrations and  interview with Frank Hoffmann was led by Uta Hentsch, chairwoman of the 
association “Gedenkstätten KZ Bisingen” in July 2008.  

Thank you so much Judith Rentschler for translation! – Bisingen im Sommer 2008 

 

     


